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OFFICE OF THE SUFREME PRESIDENT

February13, 2018

On behalf of the members of the Amernican Hellemsc Educasional Progressive Asseciation (Order of
AHEPA), the Icading intemational grassroots service association of American citizens of Hellenic
beritage and Philhellenes, and our affiliated onganizations, | am writing 10 express our grave concern
about Turkey's acts of provocation and aggression in the castemn Meditermancan and the broader region.

This past weekend, Turkish warships blocked a rig belonging w0 Italian encrgy firm ENI from reaching
Cypriot waters where the rig had intended to start exploring for gas.' The Republic of Cyprus bas the
sovercign right under imternational law 1o explore and explost its natural rescurces within its exclusive
cconomic zone. The United Suates has repeasedly stased it supports Cyprus” sovercign right to explore
energy in its offshore arcas and & Stae Department spokesperson has “dscouraged™ actions that clevate
tensions in the region.”

Morcover, yet again, this morning, & Turkish coast guard vessel mmmed a coast guard vessel of fellow
NATO pantner Greece, clevating iensions in the castern Medicrmancan.’ Incidents such as this one, in
addition 10 many others that have occurred, has prompted U S. Ambassador to Greece Geoffrey Pyatt to
express conoern about the possibility of an “sccident™ happening in the Acgean.*

Finally, Turkey's aggressive actions—both in the castern Mediterrancan and in hot spots such as Syria—
are not in the best imterest of the US. and are not antributes of 2 NATO partner.

Turkish aggression is a danger. It unnecessanily clovates icnsions, contridutes 1o instability and is a
detriment to achseving peace. We are genuncly alarmed. Wie reguest the United States to address Turkish
provocation and aggression with the Turkey at the highest levels of government. Thank you for your
atention 10 this important maticr.

Sincerely,

G R, Aol
Carl R. Hollister
Supreme President

Ce: House Comamnies on Foreign Affasy, Senste Commmtioe on Fortign Relations
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